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with closing oft AE ami June 30 


By Dave Delaney 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


After 71 years in the dry- 
cleaning business, A. R. “Abe” 
Krausbek figures it is time to quit. 
He will close his business at 419 S. 
13th St. on June 30. 

“Its time to think about retir- 
ing,” said the cigar-chomping 
Krausbek. “I wouldn’t wait that 
long if I were you.” 

The short and slender Krausbek 
turns 90 on July 10. He was born 
in 1896, the son of European-born 
parents who came to this country 
as teen-agers, and began his long 
career in the cleaning business in 
1914 while a junior at the former 
Wiley High School. 

“I worked for a haberdasher and 
we did some pressing, too,” the 
friendly senior citizen said. 

Krausbek started in the cleaning 
business before they had pressing 


machines. “We'd press clothes 
using 16-pound irons,” he ex- 
plained. 


He worked full-time in his busi- 
ness until a double-hernia opera- 
tion slowed him down a bit a few 
years ago. These days, he is usually 
up at 5 a.m. to work a half day at 
the plant. 

Now, with his retirement pend- 
ing, the life- long bachelor will sell 


his building to Don 
Neuenschwander, who plans to 
expand his Johns Dental 


Laboratories dental lab located 
next door. 


Krausbek worked 35 years in 
Terre Haute for long-ago cleaner 
Jim Powers, whose business was 
located at the corner of 13⁄2 and 
Crawford streets. “I’ve seen a lot of 
cleaning businesses come and go in 
Terre Haute,” Krausbek said. 


“The industry is losing a good 
man,” said John Ermisch of 
Ermisch Cleaners just down the 
street. “He’s a great man and has 
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Abe Krausbek: Posing at portrait with his familiar cigar. 


always been a good competitor.” 
Krausbek has known all four 
generations of the Ermisch clean- 
ing family. 


“I even knew Julius Ermisch,” 
said Krausbek with his charming 
smile. Julius founded Ermisch 
Cleaners back in 1883. 

The grand old man of the 
cleaning business said he can recall 
working 15-hour days for $15 a 
week. 

Krausbek said that he did not 
start up his own business until 
1949. He has been at his current 
location since 1959. 

A number of things have 
changed in the business over the 
decades, the veteran cleaner said. 


“They used to do a lot more dying, 
but that’s not the case any more.” 

Krausbek also said that, years 
ago, there were only three basic 
types of cloth to deal with — wool, 
silk and cotton. “Today, there are 
all kinds of synthetics,” he said, 
displaying a large book containing 
cloth samples and instructions on 
how to clean them. 

“People cleaning their own 
things at home has also hurt the 
cleaning business,” he said. 

Krausbek plans to do a lot more 
painting during retirement. “I do 
mostly nature scenes,” he said. The 
amateur artist has painted for 
more than a decade, but has never 
taken a lesson. Much of his paint- 
ing i is s done near his cabin on the 
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Eel River near Poland. 

“He’s painted pictures for all of 
us employees,” bookkeeper Jean 
Neil said. “I have seven. 


Many of the 10 employees at the 
cleaners have been with Krausbek 
since he built his building. Most 
plan to retire from the indust 
when his business closes, Krausbe 
said. 

“Some of our customers are the 
elite people of Terre Haute,” he 
said proudly. 

Neil said she’s enjoyed her 25 
years working for Krausbek. “He is 
very kind and honest and excellent 
to work for,” she said. 

And, said John Ermisch, “I hope 
Abe comes in here every now and 
then to chat.” 
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Krietenstein Fir 


THE LATE CARL KRIETENSTEIN, pictured above in the uniform he wore while serving in the Civil Y 
The local concern has «served ` 


War, founded the glass and paint company which bears his name. 


the community for over 83 years and the first delivery conveyance, back in the “horse and buggy” 
days, is shown which indicates by the inscription on the side of the wagon that in those early days, A 


too, Krietenstein sold paints, oils and glass. 


The Krietenstein name is well 
known in this area and synonymous | 
with the glass and paint business. 
It was just after the Civil War that | 
Carl Krietenstein took his Civil 
War pay savings and entered busi- | 
ness with W. W. Adamson. This 
early establishment, opened as a} 
combination drug and paint store, 
was located at 640 Wabash Avenue. 

Before tong Mr. Krietenstein’s 
confidence in himself and his be- 
lief in the opportunities for free 
enterprise in the growing town of 
Terre Haute, together with the 
feeling that the first location of 
the paint business was too far re- 
moved from the heart of the busi- 
ness district, gave him the cour- 
age and inspiration to enter busi- 
ness for himself at Fourth and 
Ohio Streets. 


the business moved to Fourth and 
Cherry streets, where the Krieten- 
stein Glass and Paint Company, 
Inc., now operates. 

H. G. Tuttle, son-in-law of the 
late George Krietenstein, owns and | 
manages the business today, and | 
points out that the firm has never 
lost sight of modern trends and has 
kept pace with changing times, 
enlarging and expanding through- | 
out its many years of existence to 
serve better their large clientele. 
Despite the many changes since 
the first days of the Terre Haute} 
business landmark, Mr. Tuttle says 
the policy of efficient and gracious 
service to all their customers re- 
mains a tradition and the firm, one 
of the oldest of its type in the Mid- 
dle West, today offers one of the 
most modern services in the glass 


| finest polish plate glass mirrors 


he firnieeenidiied uo take care of the finishing job. 


at that address until 1897 when ||, rons 
‘carried for over 55 years, while 


and paint industry. 


Jim Tuttle, great grandson of the 


| founder, operates a fleet of trucks 


to provide “at your door”? service 
on orders, large or small. Back 
in the early days paint was never 
delivered and the Krietenstein firm 
engaged in replacing buggy wind- 
shield glass while today their ex- 
perts install safety glass and wrap- 
around windshields in trucks and 
cars, quickly and efficiently. 
Window glass is handled and 
installed by the Krietenstein con- | 
cern while a complete line of the | 


for homes and businesses may be 
ordered in all sizes. 

Unfinished furniture also is avail- 
able from the company along with 
every kind of material necessary 


Acme quality paints have been 


Pioneer Terre Haute Establishment 


Fa ifrenlyp of 


Vigo County Historical Society 


Dutch Boy paints have been sold }' 


by Krietenstein since they were 
first introduced in this area. They 


also stock a complete line of}, 


enamels, varnishes, brushes, lad- 
ders and other supplies. 

Mr. Tuttle and those associated 
with him in the business, are 
anxious to serve customers, new 
and old, and they invite inquiries 


on your needs in relation to the} 
merchandise and services they are f` 


equipped to offer. 
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The committee which. drafted the 
declaration of; independence is seen 
presenting the draft of it to John Han- 


cocck (seated) in this famous painting 
of the event, which . took ace In 
Philadelphia, July 4, 1776. The mem- 


berm of the committee (left to right) 
were John A@ams, Roger Sherman, 
Robert R. Livingston, Thomas Jeffer- 
son, Benjamin Franklin. 


NEW CHAIN STORE 
CONCERN COMING 


. 
Kroger Grocery and Bakery Company 
Selects Terre Haute As Place 
of Operation. ` 
j: ? TF, Micra eg aI 
duly WES % LA 
The Kroger Grocery and Bakery 
company, one of the lafgest chain 
store concerns of ita ‘kind tha mid- 


dle ‘west with more then 2,800 stores 
in four states, is preparing to enter 


Terre ‘Haute, according to an an- 


nouhcement yebterday and will locate 
several branches In various party of 
the city. <I - 

George W. Welper, district mandger 
of the company, sald this city had 
bean selected for operations by the 
company after a thorough investiga- 
tion of its poseibilities and its future 
and that stores would be opened as 
rapidly as locations and aultable 
managers could be secpred. It was 
stated that Terre Haute men would be 


given prefereace as managers of 
stored. 

Two locations have already beet 
secured, Mr. Welper said, one on 


North Seventh and another on South 
Seventh street and negotlations for 
other places are under way. Mr. Wel- 
per sald that in cities the size of 
Terre Haute the company usually 
places from 20 to 26 stores, depending 
upon the number of locations avail- 
able. 


EDUCATORS END SESSION. 
Work to Close With Report On Res- 


olutlons Today. 
INDIANAPOLIS, “July $ — Final 
business of the National Education 


association wiD be completed tedas 
with the report of the resolutions 
committee. The sixty-third annua: 
convention, in session since June 28, 
will adjourn. today. 

Miss Mary McSkimmon of Brook- 
line, Mass., is the new president of the 
association. She wag elected over 
Misa Cornelia N. Adair of Richmond, 
Va., in the balloting yesterday by a 


! vote of 507 to 322. 


MATILDA LOUISE YONKEY. 

Matilda Loulse Yonkey, 77 yeare old 
dled at the home of her daughter, Mrs. 
Charles Westerman, 219 South Nine- 
teenth street, at 8:30 o'ciock Thurs- 
day evening. She Is aurvived by four 
daughters, Mrs. Minnie Loulse Webb, 
Mrs. O. C. Pierce, Mra. M. C. Ferris and 
Mrs. Charles Westerman one son, 
Frederick Yonkey, and seven grand- 
children. The funeral will be held 


from the Montrose M, E. church at 2 
o'clock Sunday afternoon. 


MRS. A. HESSEY. 


Mra. Augusta Kirtchner has received 
word of the death. of Mrs. A. Hessey, 
who has been in Orlando, Fie. Thé 
body ts expected Monday at 2 a. m. 
Mrs, Hessey lived In Terre Haute prac- 
tically al) her life until she went to 
Florida for her health. She had been 
an invalid for years. She is survived 


by two sons, Kari, of Orlando, and 
Max, of Dennison, Ill. 
LARK G. TRUE. 

Lark G. True, 67 yeara old, died at 
the residence, 380 Ig@hth avenue, at 
1:48 o'clock Friday morning. He is 
survived by the widow, Mrs. Etha 


True; one daughter, Pearl, and a son, 
Clarence True, and one alster. The 
decedent was a member of Ute tribe 
of Red Men. 


ESTELLE BRAKE. 


Word has been received by Mra. W. 
C. Laughlin of the death of her sister, 
Estelle Brake, of New York. N. Y. The 
body was brought to Terre Haute at 
noon today and taken to the home of 
Mrn. Laughlin on East Hulman street. 


CLIFFORD WILLARD ARBAUGH. 


Word has been received in ‘Terre 
Haute of the death of Clifford Willard 


Arbaugh, 11 months old, son of Mr. 
and Mre. M. A. Arbaugh, of Cicero, 
Ind. Mrs. Arbaugh was formerly Misa 


Mary Clifford, of Terre Haute. 


LESTER A. ROBERTS, 
Ry Spectal Correspondent. 


BRAZIL, lnd. July 3.—Lester A. 
Roberts, 24 years old, son of 'Mr. and 
Mra. Esra Roberts, died at the Meth- 
odist hospital at Princeton, Ind.. 
Wednesday, following an operation for 
peritonitié and appendicitis, is home 
was at Summerville, where he had 
lived for the past year. He was a coal 
miner and formerly Hved southeast of 
Beelyville. He is survived by the widow 
and one daughter, Marjorle Belle; the 
parents, Mr. and Mre. Roberta, south- 
east of Seelyville; one sister, Laurel 
McKinzile, Staunton; the andfather, 
David Smith, Seelyville. the hody was 
shipped to Terre Haute, where it was 
met by Miller .& Son of this city and 
taken to the home of his parents. Fu- 
neral services will be held at the Meth- 
odist Episcopal church of Seelyville at 
2 o'clock Friday afternoon, ‘the Rev. 
Kelley officiating, witb burial in Rule 
cemetery. 


JAMES WADE. 
By Special Oorrespondent. 


GREENUP, Jil, July 4.—Jamés Wade 
aged 73, died after several days of 
serious fliness. Mr. Wade had beeh in 
{lt health for some time. The. funeral 
services were held In the Harmony 
church at 11 o'clock Tuesday morning, 
conducted by Perry Carr. Burial was 
made in the cemetery nearby. Mr. 
Wade, the son of Harrison and Mary 
McCormick Wade, of Kentucky, passed 
most of his life In this city and near- 
by vicinity. He was a farmer until 
he lost an arm. He leaves twa daugh- 
ters, Rosa and Elizabeth, of Indlanapa 
olls; one sister, Mrs. Oscar Matteson, 
and three brothera, Charlee and Wil- 
Ham Wade, of this place, and Thomas. 
of Wiltow Hill. 


HAWKINS GUILTY IE 


IN FRAUD CASES} | 


Federal Court Jury Reaches Verdict 
In Less Than 10 Minutes—To 
Be Sentenced Monday. 


` 


INDIANAPOLIS, July 3.—Motton B. 
Hawkins, of Portland, former head of 
the Hawkins Mortgage company, was 
found gulity on sixtden ¢ounts of an 
indictment charging use of maild to de- 
fraud and conspiracy to use thé mails 
to defraud by a jury in federal court 
late yesterday. The jury deliberated 
less than ten minutem Judge Robert 
C. Baltzell announced that he, would, 
pase sentence Monday’ afternoon at 2 
o'clock. Attorneys for Hawkins said 
that an appeal would be taken ‘to the 
United States circuit court of appeals. 

The verdict. prought to a diose a 
four-day trial and resulted in the con- 
viction of the fifteenth defendant 
named in the original Indictment, four- 
teen others having bhen found| gullty 
by a jury In federal court last Novem- 
ber after Hawkins hadi fled on the eve 
of trial, Qct. 1. | i 

Penalties that will: be applicable in' 
the sentencing of Morton B. Hawkins 
Monday afternoon are as follows: 

For conspiracy to tse the rantle in 
a scheme to defraud; a prison sen- 
tence of not mòre than two years or a 
fine of, not more than; $10,000, of both. 


Convicted en 15 Counts. 


For using | the mails to defraud, a 
prison senterice of not more than five 
years on each count. i 

Hawkina, who was convicted on fif- 
teen counts, charging use of the mails 
to defraud, may be sentenced to serve 
75 yeara om those counts, if the sen- 
tences are to be cumulative. If the 
maximum penalties are made. con-, 
current, however, Hawkins will serve 
only five years on the counts charging 
use of the malls to defraud. 

Hawkins was also found guilty on 
one count of conspiracy to uge thé 


mails to defraud and, if gives the 
maximum penalties, he may serve 
cumulative sentences of two more 


years, making 77. years, and be fined 
310,000 and costs. 
In the conviction of Hawkins. ov- 
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TERRE HAUTE, LUDINA 


KROGER PARADE OF PROGRESS is evident in this modern building designed to serve customers 


quickly and conveniently. The building is 105 


by 140 feet which includes preparation plant for 


produce, meat and stock rooms, as well as the retail sales room. The parking area serving this 


building is designed for 150 cars. 


zi. Haute Kroger Branch Opens 
First of Two Super Markets 
In This City Monday 


The new Kroger Co, store at Lafayette avenue 
and Thirteenth street is a gleaming, efficient giant 
keyed to quickly and conveniently serve a large 
quantity of customers with needed food items with 
a minimum of effort. 

Monday, Sept. 27, the store will open at 1 p. m. 
and during the first week will remain open until 
9 p. m’ However, following the first week the usual 
time schedule of 9 a. m, to 6 p. m., with a late 
closing on Friday will be maintained. 

Kroger’s store planning department in Cincin- 
nati through experience knows that even the height 
of a meat tray in the preparation room and the 
amount of time spent in stooping to pick it up or 
reaching can be engineered to save time; that it 
is logical to store food as close to its display area 


in the store as possible; that all the little efficiency 
features introduced either in food preparation for 
display or in customer self-service combine to 
make the store operation smooth and trouble-free. 

In a store as large as this supermarket, keeping 
the shelves well stocked means constant checking. 
In this Kroger market, a sound-power system of 
phones with plug-in units in each department and 
in the display racks makes it possible for one 
employe who is checking merchandise in the store 
to relay a message to the stockroom telling another 
employe there how much and where fresh stock 
is needed. Each department of the store has its 
own phone and answers when a prearranged sig- 
nal is sounded. Only stores in Evansville, Danville 
and Terre Haute are so equipped. 
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PLANNED FOR 
| Market. Racks are designed to hold more than adequate supply of all merchandise, the displays 
| are clearly marked for easy shopping, and larger than usual frozen food, dairy and produce cases 
| have been installed. The interior is gleaming white with two shades of green in the walls. The 


; store is completely air-conditioned for shopping comfort, 


| 


JOHN BONE, Terre Haute 
branch manager, is proud of 
this store that is a part of 
Kroger Company’s Parade of 


Progress. Mr. Bone began his 

relationship with the company 

as a meat cutter and was ap- 

pointed manager of the local 
' branch in 1951. He has been 
| active in civic affairs since 

coming to the city and is now 

serving as an associate chair- 
] man of the 1954 Community 
| Chest campaign. He and his 
i wife Elva and two children re- 
4 side at 112 McKinley boule- 
d vard. - 


WILLIAM E. GREGORY, man- 
ager of the new store, joined 
the Kroger organization in 1928 
and became a store manager 


that same year. He has al- 
ways been located in Kroger 
stores in the 12 Points area, 
and had managed the store at 
Lafayette and Linden since 
1952. Mr. Gregory is married 
and has a daughter and son. 
The son is also employed with 
Kroger. The Gregorys reside 
at 2440 North Thirtecnth and 
One-half street. 


EN TOO 


MARTIN G. LANZONE has 
been appointed head meat cut- 
ter for the new super market. 
Mr. Lanzone has been in the 
meat business since 1923. He 
joined the Kroger Company on 
May 29, 1939, and became a 
head meat cutter on November 
11 of that same year. He is a 
member of BPOE No. 186, 
Catholic Order of Foresters, 
and ‘attends Sacred Heart 
Church. He resides at 2233 
Spang avenue. 
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